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WISCONSIN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


65th Annual Convention 
September 30-October 1, 1956 
Madison, Wisconsin 


Informal Session 
Sunday, September 30 








On Sunday, September 30, the 65th annual convention of the 
Wisconsin Library Association opened informally with a "Get 
Acquainted" coffee hour, from 4:30 to 5:30 P.M., in the Pompeian 
Room of the Hotel Loraine, in Madison. At 5:30, the Wisconsin 
library film, "Man Aware," was televised, followed by a discussion 
of the film. The panel consisted of S. Janice Kee, Bernard Schwab, 
and Dr. Te. V. Smith. 


After dinner, the film was shown again, and Helen Terry led 
an informal discussion of the group. 


First General Session 





Monday, October 1 





The first general session was officially opened by the presi- 
dent, Gertrude Thurow, at 9:45 A.M., in the Crystal Ballroom of the 
Hotel Loraine. This year, the convention celebrated two anniver- 
saries: the sixty-fifth of the Wisconsin Library Association and 
the fiftieth of the Wisconsin Library School. 


Ivan A. Nestingen, mayor of the city of Madison, welcomed the 
librarians, trustees, and friends to the city. 


As in the past, the Wisconsin Library Trustees Association 
held its annual convention jointly with the Wisconsin Library As- 
sociation. The president, Edward Fromm, brought greetings from 
the organization and pledged its co-operation and support of pro- 
grams of mutual interest, especially the present legislative proj- 
ect. 


Miss Thurow introduced Dr. Bruno, a visiting librarian from 
Italy. , 


Rachel Schenk, director of the University of Wisconsin Library 
School, acknowledged the anniversary wishes and brought greetings 
from the school. She stated that there was still space available 
for two students this semester, and she urged that all members work 
on recruiting people for next semester. 
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Mrs. Ella Veslak, chairman of the Wisconsin Free Library Com- 
mission, brought their greetings and a pledge to co-operate in every 
possible way with the Wisconsin Library Association and the Wisconsin 
Library Trustees Association to bring about better library service 
in Wisconsin. She introduced S. Janice Kee, the new executive secre- 
tary of the Wisconsin Free Library Commission. 


Greetings from the American Library Association were brought to 
the group by Len Arnold, public relations director of the Associa- 
tion. 


Miss Thurow introduced John Frantz as program and workshop 
chairman and assigned to him the special privilege of introducing 
his former professor and the convention keynote speaker, T. V. 
Smith, noted author, lecturer, and teacher. The librarian, in Dr. 
Smith's opinion, has three duties or privileges: (1) to help people 
solve their problems by giving them facts, (2) to enable people to 
resolve their predicaments by pointing the way to compromise, and 
(3) t« absolve people from a sense of guilt by helping them appre- 
ciate themselves. Books are the keys that will supply the need. 


Announcements concerning the exhibits were made, followed by 
a ten-minute recess before the business meeting. 


65th Anniversary Banquet 
Tuesday, October 2 








The final session of the convention was the 65th anniversary 
banquet, at which Gertrude Thurow presided. 


Special recognition was given to two groups at the banquet. 
The persons who donated complete libraries to their communities: 
Mrs. Marcus Bossard, Spring Green 
B. F. Arps, New Holstein 
Harry Mortensen, New Lisbon 
Mr. Arps was introduced to the membership and gave a brief address, 


The persons for whom libraries were named: 


Mrs. Maude Shunk, Menomonee Falls 
Florence Wing, State College Library, La Crosse 


Mrs. Shunk represented this group. 
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The president also introduced Florence Hays, who at present is 
librarian at Spencerian College at Milwaukee. Miss Hays is the mem- 
ber of longest standing in the records of the Wisconsin Library As- 
sociation. 


Guests at the head tables were introduced. The president then 
showed the new seal of the Association as it was used on the three 
Plaques given by the Association this year. She called on Ruby 
Roeder to read the citations for the awards. 


Clarence B. Lester Memorial Award 





The Wisconsin Library Association presents to the Mequon- 
Thiensville Public Library the Clarence B. Lester Memorial Award, 
for the year 1956, in recognition of the work of many public- 
spirited citizens of the two communities, who formed an association, 
and in the short period of four years established and developed a 
public library from a volunteer basis to a professionally manned 
institution, tax supported and governed by a legal library board; 
of the excellence of this library in its book selection, its fund- 
raising projects, its publicity, and its public relations; of the 
enthusiasm and spirit evidenced in the report of its progress; and, 
finally, to commend it for not resting on its laurels, and for 
actively working toward expansion and extension, envisioning county- 
wide service. 


The plaque and letter were accepted by Mrs. Leo Duersten, 
president of the Library Board of the Mequon-Thiensville library. 
She briefly outlined the history of the library, which had been a 
real community project. 


Wisconsin Librarian of the Year 





The Wisconsin Library Association honors Elizabeth Burr, 
Consultant, Children's and Young People's Services, Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission, as the Wisconsin Librarian of the Year for 1956, 
in recognition of her outstanding service for more than a decade in 
the development of library service in this State, and in particular 
in the advancement of work with children and youth; of her guidance 
of the Free Library Commission as acting secretary in 1956 during a 
period of great difficulty and change; of her writings and her work, 
which have brought distinction to the Commission and to the public 
library movement in this State; and of the honor recently bestowed 
upon her by being chosen chairman of the Program Committee of the 
forthcoming Governor's Conference on Children and Youth. 
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Miss Burr accepted the plaque and letter with thanks. She 
paid tribute to those who had inspired her to enter the library 
profession and who had encouraged her to greater endeavors. 


Wisconsin Library Trustee of the Year 





The Wisconsin Library Association honors Harold Konnak, presi- 
dent of the Board of Directors of the Racine Public Library, as the 
Wisconsin Library Trustee of the Year for 1956, in recognition of 
his outstanding services to the development and improvement of 
public library service in Racine; of his leadership in assuring 
construction of a new public library building; of his efforts to 
eliminate salary inequalities and to maintain adequate salaries 
on the library staff; and of his continuous and effective inter- 
pretation of the importance and significance of public library 
service to city officials, to civic organizations, and to the 
gener.l public. 


In accepting the award, Mr. Konnak told of his interest in 
library service through the years and how he and the entire board 
were trying to carry out their responsibilities. 


The speaker of the evening, Maurice B. Mitchell, president 
of Encyclopaedia Britannica Films, talked on the topic, "Communica- 
tion: a 20th Century Challenge to Librarians." It was a warning 
and an inspiration. The fabulous technological advances in public 
relations and communications have been accepted and are being used 
by businessmen in carrying on their work. This is true not only 
in our country but in Russia as well. Their aim is total educa- 
tion--ten years for every child, with special requirements in the 
scientific fields--physics, chemistry, and mathematics. The 
leaders have adopted the philosophy that war can be won with brains, 
and are determined to give their people the technical know-how to 
proceed, always feeding them only what they want them to know. 
Their libraries are filled with people continuously, day and night, 
and their bookstores are busy. We never dreamed we would be chal- 
lenged on the ground we know best. To meet that challenge, educa- 
tion for adults as well as children must be provided. Television 
and films containing lessons in the scientific fields, with a 
good teacher, can greatly aid adults. The library has the books 
and the know-how for using them. Will it take up the challenge and 
provide the educational tools that have been developed? No other 
people have the freedom to obtain an education that is unbiased and 
thought provoking. Will the educational leaders take up the chal- 
lenge in disseminating it so that we can meet and surpass the ad- 
vances behind the Iron Curtain? 


227 


Mr. Mitchell received long and vigorous applause from the mem- 
bership for his excellent contribution to our 65th anniversary meet- 
inge 


Publicity and Public Relations Workshop 
“Monday, October L 








The workshop began at 2 P.M. in the Crystal Ballroom, with Helen 
Terry presiding. Sarah Wallace of the Minneapolis Public Library 
gave the group pointers on selling their products, books, to the 
people who need them. Since most libraries are unable to pay the 
price for public-relations people, it is up to the library staff, 
trustees, and the friends of the library to do this job. Not only 
what to present but suggestions on how to do it were made. Emphasis 
was on newspaper articles on timely experiences and programs that 
illustrate library services, on the use of neighborhood shopping 
news, on study of the national and state picture, and on informing 
local people to give them an understanding of libraries. The re- 
wards of good publicity are better support from the public in sell- 
ing to others "the wonderful world of books." 


Mr. Frantz, director of the workshop, instructed the group con- 
cerning the three workshop sessions that followed immediately, and 
which would be repeated on Tuesday, so that each person staying both 
days might attend all sessions. 


Workshop "A" met from 3 to 5 in the Crystal Ballroom to discuss 
with a panel of experts the theme, "Inside the Library." 


Workshop "B" met in the Colonial Room with a panel to discuss 
"Library Publicity." This same group continued with Workshop "C," 
from to 5, in the Pompeian Room to discuss with another group, 
"Publicity Outside the Library." 


Publicity and Public Relations Workshop 
“Tuesday, October 2 








The workshop continued at 2 under the chairmanship of Helen 
Terry. 


Kate Coplan of the Enoch Pratt Public Library introduced the | 
session with a practical demonstration of the use of bulletin boards, 
posters, and visual displays. Color, balance, arrangement, neatness, 
all are part of a good exhibit. Careful planning of layout before- 
hand with paint, pins, tacks, cardboard designs, letters, and at- 
tractive jackets insure attention. A file of posters and pictures 
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obtained free from industries is useful. It is important to com- 
bine in each exhibit as many books (for professionals, novices, 
and children), pamphlets, films, and any other special material as 
the library offers. 


Mr. Frantz gave directions concerning the three workshops, 
which were a repetition of Monday's meetings except for the resource 
persons. 


First Business Session 
Monday, October 1 








The president called the meeting to order. 
The treasurer's report was distributed. 


Gerhard Naeseth moved that the reading of the minutes of the 
last meeting be dispensed with. Sybil Schuette seconded the motion. 
It was carried. 


Marie Barkman presented the report of the Professional and 
Personnel Problems Committee: 


"The Committee on Professicnal and Personnel Problems has been 
facing the acute shortage of library-school graduates realistically. 


"The committee recommended to the Executive Board that scholar- 
ships in the amount of $500 be offered--as many as the Association 
can finance, the provision in such scholarships to be that the re- 
cipients remain in the State at least two years, providing there 
are adequate positions open at the time of graduation. 


"The committee has compiled library career folders that we 
wish to distribute free of charge to the membership of the Personnel 
and Guidance Association. We also have some of these folders that 
we would like to sell to you. We hope you will help in the neces- 
sary recruiting program that we all must assume if we are to con- 
tinue and increase our plans for service of quality in our communi- 
ties. One or two or more of these career folders in your files for 
use in your community will be part of the recruiting program. We 
have decided to charge you one dollar a folder, which is more than 
the actual cost; however, in buying one, you are helping the Associa- 
tion to give a folder to the Personnel and Guidance Association. 


"In addition to being interested in the problem of recruiting, 
the committee is also interested in our immediate needs in serving 
our communities in spite of the lack of sufficient trained personnel. 
We felt that, if our untrained personnel is given more background 
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information, they will be more efficient assistants and that, what- 
ever our individual training courses are, considerable assistance 
can be given through a supplementary in-service training course 
given by trained people outside our own libraries. 


"We are at this time experimenting with our in-service train- 
ing course in the Manitowoc-Sheboygan libraries. The course consists 
of four lessons given by the Commission staff. The first lesson was 
held in the Sheboygan library on Wednesday, September 26. Miss Kee 
was the instructor. It was a successful lesson and had the added 
value of having the personnel of two libraries meet to study their 
common interests. The second and fourth lessons will be in Manitowoc, 
and the third lesson will be in Sheboygan--each two weeks apart. 


"We have one hundred copies of the outline on which we are 
basing this course. The complete syllabus is not ready--only the 
first unit has been completed. We will have the entire syllabus 
ready for you when this first training class is completed, November 
7. The copies of the outline will be available at our career-folder 
table. We hope you are interested to the extent of having this 
course in your library. 


"The committee wishes to express appreciation to the members 
of the Commission staff, who have so generously given of their talents 
at a time when it was difficult for them to do so. Hannis Smith was 
a very active member of the committee. He was to conduct the first 
and fourth lessons in the course. I imagine the first request made 
of S. Janice Kee upon assuming her new position was to help with 
this course. She took a day to come to Sheboygan to make an excel- 
lent presentation, and Elizabeth Burr, Ione Nelson, and Jack Frantz, 
in spite of their busy schedules and problems, are giving us valuable 
assistance. 


Irene Metke Alberta Seiz 
Rachel Schenk Hannis Smith 
Sybil Schuette Florence Walde 
Marie Barkman, Chairman” 


Following the presentation, Miss Barkman made the following 
motion pertaining to the critical shortage of trained librarians: 


"The committee proposes that the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion as a chapter of the American Library Association strong- 
ly recommend that funds be sought for a nationwide publicity 
campaign for librarians--a campaign similar to that for 3 
nurses and teachers. I move the adoption of this proposal." 


The motion was seconded by Charlotte Matthew and was carried. 
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The resolution on scholarship from the Executive Board was 
presented: 


Resolved, That the $500 in cash realized from the savings bond be 
set aside for a special anniversary scholarship to be administered 
by the Scholarship Committee appointed by the president. The motion 
to adopt this resolution was made by Bernard Schwab of Madison. 
Natalie Huhn of Oshkosh seconded the motion. It was carried. 


Helen Northup, chairman of the Scholarship Committee, pre- 
sented this report: 


"At a meeting of the Wisconsin Library Association Board in 
April 1956, it was decided and voted to award a special 65th an- 
niversary scholarship of five hundred dollars and to establish a 
permanent loan fund. Gertrude Thurow, president of the Wisconsin 
Library Association, asked Helen Northup to act as chairman of 
this committee. Other members of the committee chosen were Norma 
Rathbin, Milwaukee Public Library; Hannis Smith, Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission; and Ellen Erickson, Madison Public Library. 


"A meeting of this committee was held in May, at which only 
Mr. Smith and Miss Northup could be present. A suggested copy 
for the flyer on the Wisconsin Library Association 65th anniver- 
sary scholarship was prepared for consideration by the whole com- 
mittee. A meeting of the whole committee was held in Madison, 
and the form was discussed and decided upon. Copies of both these 
forms are appended. 


"Miss Northup met with the board on May 17. The board de- 
cided that the scholarship should be awarded to a Wisconsin person, 
rather than be open to anyone in the U.S., as planned by the com- 
mittee, The statement should read that the recipient should be 
willing to accept employment in a Wisconsin library after having 
had the scholarship. Other suggestions were made for the applica- 
tion blank, which were incorporated by the committee into the final 
form. 


"Mr. Smith consulted a Madison printer in the summer and 
learned that the printing cost would be approximately $60 for 500 
copies and $70 for 1,000 copies. 


"It was decided at a Wisconsin Library Association Board meet- 
ing, late in the summer, to postpone the printing of the scholarship 
flyer until after the annual convention in October. Mr. Wilcox, 
parliamentarian, pointed out that the authorization of the expendi- 
ture of so much money should be submitted to the membership." 


Following the reading of the report, Jack Baltes asked whether 
the scholarship would be restricted to one library school. Miss 
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Northup answered, "As it stands, no restrictions have been set up." 
Miss Schenk asked to go on record that she felt that the University 
of Wisconsin Library School should be designated. It was asked why 
it was restricted to people residing in Wisconsin. Miss Northup 
replied that the Wisconsin Library Association Board voted to place 
this restriction. 


Miss Barkman moved that a telegram of good wishes be sent to 
Hannis Smith, since he began his new job that day. The motion was 
carried. 


Elizabeth Faber of Watertown, chairman of the Nominating Com- 
mittee, presented the following slate of officers: 


Vice President and President-elect: Mrs. Ethel Brann, Lake Geneva 
Secretary: Lola Pierstorff, Memorial Library, Madison 

Treasurer: Mrs. Ruth Smith, Fox Lake 

Director: Margaret Paulus, West Allis 


Dorothea Krause of Wausau moved that the nominations be closed, 
and the secretary cast a unanimous ballot for the slate presented. 
The motion was seconded by Frances Clark of Beloit and was carried. 


The election of the Nominating Committee for next year was the 
next item on the agenda. The president read from the bylaws: 


Nominations to the committee shall be made from the floor, 
and there shall be not less than seven nor more than ten 
nominees. All members present may vote, each voting for 
not more than five of the persons nominated. Tellers ap- 
pointed by the president shall count the votes. The five 
nominees receiving the highest vote shall constitute the 
committee, and the person receiving the most votes shall 
be chairman. In case of tie, selection may be made by the 
casting of lots. 


Rachel Schenk nominated Dorothea Krause, Wausau. Clara Laughton 
of Platteville nominated Robert Pohl, Waupun. 
nominated Roger Schwenn of the University Extension Division. Jack 
Baltes nominated Mrs. Edna Holland, Antigo. Marion Langdell of 
Cudahy nominated Gerald Somers, Eau Claire. Sybil Schuette nominated 
Mrs. Jane Greene, Sturgeon Bay. Mrs. Ella Veslak nominated Alberta 
Seiz, Manitowoc. 





Mrs. Kay Biwer, Marathon County Library, moved that the nomina- 
tions be closed. The tellers appointed were Edward Lynch, Marvin 
Melick, and Edwerd Dax. 


The president gave her report, after which the meeting was ad- 
journed. 
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President's Report 





Gertrude Thurow, president of the Wisconsin Library Association, 
gave an account of her stewardship in the following worcs: 


"We have 'one great purpose in view: to enlarge understanding, 
widen the intellectual view, and so increase the happiness, the 
usefulness, and the capacity of our citizens--one and all,' a goal 
as noble and worthy today as when it was written in 1905 in the 
annals of our Association. The fact that today we are still far 
from that attainment of serving one and all has led us to concen- 
trate this anniversary convention on that very phase of ways and 
means to induce more people to make use of the libraries' facili- 
ties and to choose as our theme, 'The Power of Positive Librarian- 
ship.' 


"On our 65th anniversary, let us not spend time in lengthy 
retros3pection except to pay tribute to the many outstanding leaders 
of our Association and the brave pioneering they did,and to let 
them serve us as noble examples of real crusading for the above- 
mentioned goal. Obstacles were many then; obstacles are many now, 
for each year brings not only its progress but the great challenge 
to us to bring our services up to modern standards and implement 
programs in keeping with modern advancement. 


"In this, our anniversary year, we have great cause for re- 
joicing. We are enjoying a unique experience for, after years of 
trouble and struggle, the federal Library Services Bill, H 280, 
has passed--a cause for jubilation and a cause for deep concern 
since now a great challenge has become ours. Further energies 
need be expended to have the full sum appropriated, but, far greater 
than that, the utilization of what we have fought for is now our 
responsibility. If ever therewere need for positive action--today 
is the time. 


=, 


ep 


"Anticipating the federal program, it was necessary to formu- 
late plans for using the funds, for this was mandatory. This 
project was one of the major concerns of the officers of the As- 
sociation and of the consultants of the Free Library Commission, 
for the responsibility to administer it has fallen to them. 


"This was no small task, but their work was excellent, and you 
have all heard and seen the proposed Wisconsin plan for utilizing 
these funds. I cannot praise the efforts of the consultants suf- 
ficiently, but the plan redounds to their credit. Suffice it to 
say that at the American Library Association headquarters it was 
referred to as 'the incomparable Wisconsin plan.' Your Executive 
Board spent an entire meeting studying the plan with the consultants. 
The plan is still tentative and needs to be adapted to individual 
local library needs and situations. The great problem was to ace 
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quaint our librarians all over the State with its opportunities. 

This was the time our district presidents rose nobly to the occasion 
and decided to include the presentation of the plan in every district 
program last spring. The board members made great efforts so that 
several were in attendance at each district meeting. I personally 
attended five of the district meetings. In all these trips, the 
heartening thing is the efforts our coworkers make in our tiny com- 
munities and the great services they perform. 


"Buildingwise, there has been fine progress in our State. It 
was my privilege to be present at the dedication ceremonies of new 
libraries at Whitefish Bay, Spring Green, New Lisbon, and the State 
College Library at La Crosse; to witness the ribbon-cutting ceremony 
of the lovely new Milwaukee Public Library; to visit the new Branch 
Library in West Allis; and to learn of the renovation at Shorewood. 
It seemed incredible that two of these libraries and a new one at 
New Lisbon had been donated to their communities as memorials by 
public-spirited citizens. 


"A very special project this year and a time-consuming one was 
the work in connection with the legislative study. Your president 
and vice president attended the four formal hearings. Paul Gratke 
deserves our special thanks for having served far beyond the call 
of duty after his two years as president. He served as the secretary 
of the Legislative Study Committee. 


"Together with the WLTA and Special Libraries presidents, I at- 
tended the meeting with the Wisconsin Free Library Commission Con- 
mittee to set up qualification standards for the Executive Secretary 
position. 


"Mrs. Veslak, as chairman of the Free Library Commission, Mr. 
Fromm from WLTA, and I attended a special hearing with Governor 
Kohler to plead the cause of the Traveling Library at the time it 
had to vacate its quarters in the State Office Building, a time when 
its very existence was threatened. This audience with the governor 
gave us a chance to bring to him personally a realization of the in- 
portance of this division of our Commission and the role of libraries 
as a whole. 


"There were two other projects at which I represented the As- 
sociation. One was the interagency conference at Green Lake, in 
which representatives from the University Extension Division, the 
Agricultural Extension, the State Vocational Board, the Wisconsin 
Free Library Commission, and invited representatives met together to 
plan for greater co-operation. Our Association's new Work With the 
Senior Citizen Committee, in particular Mrs. Orrilla Blackshear, took 
an active part in the planning of and participation in the Wisconsin 
Governor's Conference on an Aging Population. We regretted that more 
of our librarians were not present, for this was an excellent oppor- 
tunity to promote library services and interpret them to the many 
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other State agencies. How often we heard the remark, 'I had no idea 
libraries had such services, or did things like that.' 


"Representing the Association at the American Library Associa- 
tion midwinter meeting for the state Association meetings was an- 
other phase. Our Association followed the example of many other 
states by contributing $100 toward the promotion of the federal 
Library Services Bill. In addition, I served as representative on 
the Wisconsin White House Conference on Education Committee. 


"We should like to congratulate our College and University 
Section for having attained chapter status in the ACRL Division, 
and wish them continued success. 


"Our many very small libraries and their workers need our 
help, as well as better equipment. They need help in encouraging 
their boards and communities to release them to attend conventions 
and workshops for so often they are the only ones working in their 
libravies. Extended and larger units of service as proposed by 
our Wisconsin plan would alleviate much of this problem. 


"As I visited the spring meetings of some of our sections, 
having to travel away across the State for a meeting from 10 to 
 P.M., it occurred to me to propose the consideration of extending 
these to at least a day-and-a-half meeting to warrant the expendi- 
tures, both of money and time, and to utilize them to the fullest. 


"This spring, the Executive Board decided to appoint a special 
editor to work with Mrs. Blackshear on the Association's portion 
of the Bulletin. Jack Baltes accepted the appointment. Our ap- 
preciation goes to him. 


"The present planning for the utilization of federal funds 
now calls for the broader view, and the need to educate ourselves 
to the idea of bigger and more effective units of service. I 
should like to envision the day when any citizen can walk into any 
library and have free access to educational materials, regardless 
of his county, region, or state boundaries. Our Federal Government 
has lent prestige to our cause by voting federal funds to help es- 
tablish our libraries. We must now sell ourselves on the project 
and go out and fight valiantly for the cause. 


"Our 65th anniversary should be another milestone toward 
progress. We are still pioneering--groping, exploring, venturing 
to open up new library opportunities to every citizen. We must 
examine the new communications methods and utilize to the fullest 
what is adaptable to further our professional services. 


"The library climate has never been more favorable--the federal 
hill has passed, and, on the state level, the Legislative Study 
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Committee is studying our state library status. The most tragic sit- 
uation one could envision would be to find us, the librarians and 
trustees of Wisconsin, afraid and unorepared to accept the challenge, 
or unwilling to utilize the federal funds to the fullest. This is 
truly the opening of a new era in librarianship--let us face the 
challenge with courage. Positive librarianship demands the best from 
every one of us. 


"Such then is a brief account of my stewardship as president of 
the Association. The rewarding part has been the opportunity to meet 
so many of you and to have had the opportunity to work closely with 
others. The fine co-operation of your time and energy to carry out 
our projects has been a source of pleasure and inspiration. 


"Thank you all sincerely!" 


Second Business Session 
Tuesday, October 2 








Miss Thurow presided. 


The report of the tellers on the Nomating Committee for next 
year was as follows: 


Number 

of Votes 
Dorothea Krause 101 
Roger Schwenn 76 
Robert Pohl 86 
Jane Greene 75 
Alberta Seiz 75 


The following telegram from the American Library Association 
was read: 


"The staff and officers of the American Library Association 
send cordial greetings and best wishes for a successful conference. 
I am very pleased that Mr. Len Arnold, ALA Public Relations Director, 
is representing the Association at your meeting, along with Mrs. 
Mahoney, Executive Secretary, Division of Cataloging and Classifica- 
tion. Ralph R. Shaw, President, American Library Association." 


Mrs. Lucille Leuschner gave the following report of the Member- 
ship Committee: 


"The Membership Committee, composed of Edith Dudgeon, Mrs. Edna 
Kraft, and Esther Friedman, wrote notes of 'reminder' to 18) members 
whose dues had not reached the treasurer by April l. 
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"It has been customary in the past for many to pay dues for 
the current year at the WLA convention, but, in order to keep the 
records up to date, the Board of Directors asked that dues for each 
current year be paid by April 1. However, dues for the next year 
may be paid at the annual convention. 


"There are now 487 members of the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion. Membership is open to all librarians, staff members, trustees, 
and friends of libraries. 


Lucille Leuschner, Chairman" 


Mrs. Blackshear presented the report of the Committee on Work 
With the Senior Citizen: 


"The Wisconsin Library Association's Work With the Senior 
Citizen Committee of four members was set up by the Executive Board, 
early in 1956, to explore the ways in which Wisconsin libraries 
are serving senior citizens and to discover other methods of ef- 
fective service to this group. The committee held one meeting on 
March 7, 1956, in Madison. All other work of this committee was 
carried on by correspondence and individual conference. The com- 
mittee was fortunate in having the counsel of our president, 
Gertrude Thurow, and a specialist in the field, Walter M. Reattie, 
Jr., Director, Community Services to the Aging, Community Welfare 
Council, Madison, to guide us in our planning. 


"The committee prepared a memorandum, which was sent to all 
members of the Association and to all libraries not on the member- 
ship list. This memorandum described the Governor's Conference on 
an Aging Population, to be held on June 6-8, 1956, Suggestions 
were made to librarians about activities for local programs. 


"The committee urged librarians to designate a period (either 
a week, ten days, or less) during the month of May when the library 
might concentrate on service to senior citizens. They were to 
select a time that might fit with other community planning and ar- 
range activities for the period, such as exhibits of books and 
other materials dealing with the needs of the aging. 


"A very small group of librarians attended the Governor's 
Conference on an Aging Population in June. The Commission staff 
prepared an exhibit, and half a dozen libraries sent book lists to 
be distributed at the exhibit. La Crosse Public Library sponsored 
an open meeting in that city to discuss the needs of its senicr 
citizens. The chairman of this committee was invited to attend 
and participate in the meeting. The publicity before and after 
the meeting was excellent. Williams Free Library, Beaver Dam, also 
arranged for an open meeting to discuss the subject. 


237 


"Kellogg Public Library in Green Bay, Cudahy, Milwaukee, Beaver 
Dam, and La Crosse sent book lists that had been prepared in each 
library. Two articles were prepared for the Wisconsin Library Bulle- 
tin. Members of this committee attended an interagency conference, 
where they participated in discussion on the subject of community 
co-operation in service to the aging. 





"The committee had hoped to have a program at this convention, 
but the interest was not sufficient to warrant asking speakers to 
set aside time for a small group. 


"The Governor's Conference on an Aging Population made recom- 
mendations, which will be considered by the next governor. Those 
recommendations will be published in the September-October issue of 
the Wisconsin Library Bulletin. The committee urges you to examine 
these recommendations in the light of your library program and make 
suggestions to this committee for what you would like it to do next 
yeare 





Dorothea Krause 

Forrest Mills 

Ruby Roeder 

Orrilla Blackshear, Chairman" 


The following resolution of the Executive Board was read: 


Resolved, That the Wisconsin Library Association present Paul Gratke 
with @ special service award plaque and a purse of $50 as a token 

of apprecietion for his arduous work as secretary of the Legislative 
Study Committee--a task which demanded time and energy far beyond the 
call of duty. 


Jean Solberg of La Crosse moved that the resolution be accepted. 
Jane Greene second the motion; it was carried. 


Mr. Gratke worked hard in preparing the legislative study re- 
port, which will be presented to the Education Committee. Some type 
of legislation may be adopted during the next session, and the As- 
sociation should be able to do its share. For this reason, the 
Executive Board presented the following resoluticn: 


Resolved, That the Wisconsin Library Association affirm its stand 
on support of the state-aid program; that it authorize the Executive 
Board to take the necessary steps to work toward that end, leaving 
to its discretion the revisions of our former Bill 435, A., working 
in co-operation with the Wisconsin Free Library Commission and the 
Wisconsin Library Trustees Association,in accordance with the recom- 
mendations of the Legislative Study Committee proposals. 


Edward Dax of Ashland moved that the resolution be accepted. 
Derothy Huth of Kenosha seconded the motion; it was carried. 
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Roger Schwenn, chairman of the Department of Library Science, 
Extension Division, called attention to the folders publicizing 
the classes in library science taught in four cities in the State 
to train librarians in small libraries, assistants in large systems, 
and trustees. The course has been cffered for two years, with ten 
class meetings, 8 to 10 people in a class. The first meeting will 
be held Saturday, October 20. Folders are available. 


The Federal Co-ordinator, Mrs. Kay Biwer, gave the following 
report: 


"During the last year, there has been much excitement in the 
library field relative to the federal Library Services Bill. First, 
let me thank each of you for your fine co-operation and response to 
our pleas for letters, telegrams, and telephone calls to your Repre- 
sentatives and Senators. Your interest certainly proved beneficial 
with the final passage of the bill. Everyone was elated and happy 
when President Eisenhower signed the bill into law. However, the 
most disappointing part was yet to come, as the Appropriations Com- 
mittee saw fit to bunch it with other bills and then to pass an 
appropriation to cover all the bills. The result of that was that, 
instead of the expected sum of 7} million dollars, only 2 million 
dollars was appropriated, giving each state its initial $0,000 as 
a beginning. We still have work to do. We must write again to 
our legislators, telling them of the predicament and urging them to 
try to help us realize the complete appropriation. In Julia 
Bennett's letter to me on Monday, she requests that I read you the 
following: 


"'Since Congress appropriated some funds for the implementa- 
tion of the LSA, the program is beginning to get under way. The 
Service to Libraries Section of the U.S. Office of Education is 
able to add staff to help with the administration of the act. 

This staff includes consultants on temporery assignment, as well 

as permanent staff, to include three library extension specialists, 
two research assistants, two project analysts, and clerical help. 
The other major activity presently under way at the national level 
is a series of four regional conferences on the administration of 
the LSA. To these official conferences will be brought two persons 
from each of the state library agencies administering the programe 
Discussion will center around the legal interpretations of the act, 
the rules and regulations for administering the act, and guide 
lines and forms for the submission of state plans for the federal 
funds. Each state will be represented at one of these regional 
conferences. 


"You will recall that, just prior to adjournment of the 
Second Session, Congress appropriated the amount of $2,050,000 for 
grants to the states and $140,000 for federal administration.' 
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"We must also work with the consultants to help formulate plans 
to use our $40,000 so that everyone will know we are eager to extend 
library service. Now our job is to get behind this last push and 
really put it over. We in Wisconsin know we will have your entire 
support, so start the letters rolling and let's win this long-drawn- 
out fight for libraries." 


S. Janice Kee, executive secretary, gave a report for the Wis- 
consin Free Library Commission. She explained that it was the re- 
port of the five consultants, who co-operated to carry on the work 
in the absence of an executive secretary and did such a commendable 
job. The Service Record for 1955 will be published soon, and gives 
a complete report of the Commission's duties and activities. This 
was done because it is a year to call the legislators' attention to 
the work of the Commission. The last page summarizes the budget. 
The quarters of the Treveling Library are not pleasant to work in. 
Miss Kee asked that librarians do what they can to aid legislation 
and the moving of the Traveling Library. 





Sybil Schuette reported on her year as ALA Councilor as follows: 


"Madam President and Members of the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion: 


"The big news at the American Library Association conference at 
Miami in June was that President Eisenhower had signed the Library 
Services Bill. As you know, the appropriation for the bill was quite 
drastically cut later, but the libraries of the country will now re- 
ceive some federal aid. In recognition of Julia Bennett's work on 
the bill in Washington, friends and members of ALA raised money to 
present her with a diamond wrist watch. So carefully was the secret 
kept that Miss Bennett herself unwittingly contributed a dollar to 
the fund. 


"Senator Lister Hill of Alabama was made an honorary life mem- 
ber of ALA because of his long-standing leadership in the efforts 
to secure passage of the bill. 


"The report of the Committee on Constitution and Bylaws, recom- 
mending changes in the constitution and bylaws of ALA in order to 
implement the management survey, was presented to the Council. As 
David Clift phrased it, 'to frame a working document adapted to a 
changing organization.' The report was adopted by the Council. 
These changes, which may be read in detail in the September ALA 
Bulletin, become effective January 1, 1957. 


"The present divisions of the ALA, plus the Association of 
Young People and the Children's Library Association, were voted to 
be divisions in the reorganized ALA 'on the assumption that a field 
of responsibility statement satisfactory to the Council can be worked 
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out by each division prior to the midwinter 1957 meeting.' The 
Council also authorised the organisation of the Library Reference 
Services Division. 


"The report of the Public Library Division Co-ordinating Com- 
mittee on Standards, called ‘Revisions of Postwar Standards for 
Public Libraries,' was presented to the Council and adopted. It 
will appear in book form in the near future and will be available 
to librarians. 


"This is my last appearance before you as Council Member from 
WLA. I appreciate the honor you bestowed on me very much and the 
opportunity it has given me to take a small part in the machinery 
of our national association. 


Sybil C. Schuette" 


Mr. Gerhard Naeseth read the report of the Resolutions Com- 
mittee: 


The Resolutions Committee submits the following resolutions 
for adoption by the annual convention of the Wisconsin Library 
Association: 


Resolved, That the secretary of the Association be instructed to 
convey the thanks and appreciation of the Association to the of- 
ficers, the various members of committees, and individual members 
responsible for the programs and arrangements for their work toward 
the success of this convention. 


Resolved, That the Association express its appreciation for the co- 
operation of the press and radio and television stations for their 
coverage of this convention. 


Resolved, That the Association express its appreciation to Station 
WVISC-TV for broadcasting a special library program, featuring the 
revised Wisconsin library film, "Man Aware," and panel speakers. 


Resolved, That the Association express its appreciation to the con- 
vention exhibitors for the support of their presence and for their 
contribution, financial and otherwise, to the success of the meet- 


ings. 


Resolved, That the Association express its thanks to Dr. T. V. 
Smith, Maurice B, Mitchell, S. Janice Kee, Len Arnold, Mrs. Kay 
Biwer, Kate Coplan, Robert Gard, Ruth Goren, Mrs. Orcena Mahoney, 
and Sarah L. Wallace, together with all other speakers and panelists 
who have made such excellent contributions to the convention pro- 


grame 
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Resolved, That we extend our best wishes to those colleagues in 
Wisconsin libraries who, since our last meeting, have retired from 
active library service: 


Mamie Sanders, Librarian, University Bureau of Information 
and Program Services 

Ida M. Gangstad, Assistant Professor, Library Methods, 
University Extension Division 


Resolved, That we extend our sincere good wishes to those trustees 
of Wisconsin libraries, who, since our last meeting, have retired 
from active participation on library boards: 


Mrs. T. A. Sanderson, Sturgeon Bay Public Library 
Mrs. Alice Jostad, La Crosse County Library 

C. W. Lauman, South Milwaukee Public Library 
Mrs. We. E. Waugh, Bloomer Public Library 

Mrs. Leone Droeger, Seymour Public Library 


Resolved, That we express our profound sorrow and regret at the loss 
of those colleagues whom death has taken from us since our last meet- 
ing: 


Grace Luethge, Library Assistant, Door County Library 

Mrs. Mayme Volletz, Library Assistant, Sturgeon Bay Public 
Library 

Herbert Bruncken, formerly Librarian at South Milwaukee Public 
Library 

Leila Janes, who retired March 1956, as Librarian, Fond du Lac 
Public Library 

Mrs. Cora Doolittle, formerly Librarian, Lancaster Public Library 

Lorelle Wolf, Reserved Book Librarian, Memorial Library, Madison 


Resolved, That we express our profound sorrow and regret at the loss 
of those trustees whom death has taken from us since our last meeting: 


Elizabeth Hearding, Delafield Henry Kiser, Whitewater 
Robert J. Raht, Waukesha Charles Hill, Whitewater 
Albert Galloway, Hartland Mrs. G. H. Harland, Pewaukee 


Resolved, That we express a special welcome to S. Janice Kee as the 
new executive secretary of the Wisconsin Free Library Commission. 


Resolved, That we congratulate most heartily the Library School of 
the University of Wisconsin on its golden anniversary. 


Resolved, That we express the thanks of the Association to Congress 
Tor passing the Library Services Act, together with the appropriation 
for implementation, and that we strongly urge Congress to vote the 
— additional funds for the continuance of the program in 
1957. 
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Resolved, That we express our appreciation of the work done by the 
Advisory Committee to Study Library Service in Wisconsin, a sub- 
committee of the Education Committee of the Wisconsin Legislative 
Council, 


Mrs. Orrilla Blackshear 
Lucile May 
Gerhard Naeseth, Chairman 


Mr. Naeseth then moved that the resolutions be adopted. Miss 
Schuette seconded the motion. It was carried. 


Mr. Wilcox moved that the Association express its sincere 
thanks and appreciation to the outzoing officers in a rising vote 
of thanks. Miss Schuette seconded the motion. It was carried. 


The meeting was recessed until 2 P.M. 


Reports of Committees 





(These reports were not presented at the meeting.) 
Adult Education Committee 


The subcommittee was most active during the year. The work 
with the senior citizens is described by the chairman, Orrilla 
Blackshear, in a separate report. Bernard Schwab attended the 
monthly sessions of the Joint Council on Education. The contact 
here seems important, and it is logical that the Wisconsin Library 
Association, which is concerned with education, should be repre- 
sented at these meetings. 


The chairman represented the committee and the Milwaukee Public 
Library at the Interagency Conference at Green Lake, April 23, 2h, 
and 25. Cosponsors of the conference were the Wisconsin Free Li- 
brary Commission, the University Extension Division, the Vocational 
Board, and the Agricultural Extension Division. The 60 conferees 
who attended were of high caliber, and the four institutions were 
almost equally represented. This made for a healthy interchange of 
information and points of view. 


The chairman led one of the group discussions on "How Can Civic 
Responsibility Be Improved in Our Communities?" The group decided 
that civic responsibility is an interest in the society in which we 
live, and that the purpose of democracy is to so organize our af- 
fairs that each member can develop his activities for the well-being 
of his neighbors. To do this, everyone must participate in some 
manner in the community, but first everyone must learn how this can 
be done, which means developing a civic conscience. This may take 
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the form of working on the school council at the adult level, par- 
ticipating in the Town Hall, Great Books, and educational TV pro- 
grams, etc. The group further agreed that this is everybody's 
business. There is a need to assess what is being done, and adult- 
education people should take the lead in co-ordinating their own 
efforts toward civic improvement, which in turn would draw in other 
organizationse 


High lights of the conference were the panel discussion on 
Wisconsin's adult-education resources, with Supt. George E. Watson 
as moderator, and the address by Cyril Houle of the University of 
Chicago on "Adult Education Needs in the Decades Ahead." 


Herbert Sewell 
Bernard Schwab 
Helen Terry, Chairman 


Wisconsin World Affairs Council 


A meeting of the Executive Board of the Wisconsin World Affairs 
Council was held on March 28, 1956, in Madison. The purpose of the 
meeting was to consider whether WWAC should join with the University 
Extension Division and the White House Disarmament Staff in the co- 
sponsoring of a spring conference on disarmament and world peace. 

It was the unanimous view of those attending the meeting that the 
topic was timely and important and that we ought to cosponsor it. 


Therefore, the Wisconsin World Affairs Council, the University 
Extension Division, and the White House Disarmament Staff sponsored 
a two-day conference on "Armaments Control and World Peace," May 11 
and 12, which was held in the Wisconsin Memorial Union Building in 
Madison. 


The purpose of this conference was twofold--first, to enable a 
selected group of Wisconsin citizens to participate in an examination 
of some of the most crucial world issues of our time. A second inm- 
portant phase of the conference was to provide citizens who are in- 
terested in promoting better understanding of international relations 
an opportunity to discuss with one another this important question. 


The WWAC Board, with the help of the University Extension Divi- 
sion, hopes to sponsor semiannual conferences on international af- 
fairs of timely interest. Already such conferences have been held 
on southeast Asia and Africa, and the council has been asked to 
participate in two institutes held at Wisconsin State College in 
Milwaukee, one on "Foreign Policy" and the other on "World Trade." 


It is hoped that state and local organizations and individuals 
will continue to show interest and give their support to WWAC in 
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order to promote a better knowledge of world affairs by the Wis- 
consin citisenry. 


Marion Sharp, WLA Representative 
Wisconsin World Affairs Council Board 


Statistical Report of Secretary 





Registrations 
2-day paid registrations 183 
Monday paid registrations 57 
Tuesday paid registrations 110 
Guest registrations (for general sessions) 66 
416 = 46 
Student registrations (complimentary) 32 
Exhibitor registrations (complimentary) 37 
Special-guest registrations (complimentary) _29 
98 _98 
Total registrations 514 


Financial Statement 





Balance on hand in Checking Account, October 1, 1955 $1, 352.01 


Receipts: 
“Weaberahip dues $2,070.00 
Exhibitors' fees 962.00 
Adult education institute 
sale of Proceedings 194.70 
1955 convention receipts 2,389.00 
Miscellaneous 13.25 
Total receipts 5,628.95 


Total income $6,980.96 





245 


Disbursements: 

ecutive Board $ 131.36 
President's office 175.21 
Secretary's office 22.00 
Treasurer's office 31.60 
Supplies, postage, etc. 211.04 
WLA Bulletin 321.00 
State-wide library development 151.75 
District meetings (speakers, etc.) 193.9 
Committee expenses 266.35 
Miscellaneous 379.259 
1955 convention 3,650.82 

Total disbursements $5,534.66 


Balance on hand in Checking Account, September 1, 1956* $1,116.30 


Balance on hand in Savings Account, October 1, 1955 2,876.42 
Interest accrued 25-58 


Balance on hand in Savings Account, September 1, 1956 $2,902.00 





* Due to the fact that the annual convention is a month earlier 
this year, it was necessary to close our books a month earlier 
than last year. 


Catalog Section 
Tuesday, October 2 








The Catalog Section of the WLA was called to order at 10:30 
A.M., Tuesday, October 2, at the Loraine Hotel in Madison, with 
Mary E. Tesovnik, chairman, presiding. Eighty-seven people at- 
tended the meeting, forty-five of whom registered and became paid 
members o 


The program opened with a message from Mrs. Orcena D. Mahoney, 
DDC Executive Secretary, ALA. Mrs. Mahoney discussed the mutual 
exchange between individual catalogers, regional groups, and DDC, 
and expressed the feeling that, through this mutual exchange, problems 
are exposed and eventually solved by mutual effort. Mrs. Mahoney 
stated further that this policy of mutuality can be explored to 
implement exchange of processing functions, etc., between have and 
haveenot libraries. Mrs. Mahoney closed by naming the following 
co-operative projects in progress: revision of Public Library 
Standards, Regional Processing Study, ALA rules for title-entry re- 
vision, reorganization of all DDC. 
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Miss Tesovnik announced the following part of the program to 
be a panel discussion of the methods used in libraries to make avail- 
able materials other than books. The first panel member, Ferne 
Congdon, of Mead Public Library in Sheboygan, described the tech- 
niques used at Mead, including special card catalogs, mimeographed 
lists, indexes of materials, vertical files and pamphlet boxes, all 
arranged to aid the patron in finding nonbook material. 


The second panel member, Louise Wernecke of Manitowoc Public 
Library, described the imaginative use of book lists mailed to serv- 
ice organizations, personal letters to town newcomers, plus the 
methods previously mentioned by Miss Congdon. She also emphasized 
the training of all staff members to know the content and location 
of all library materials. 


The third panel member, Jack Baltes of the Technical Library, 
Globe-Union, Inc., described his library situation as being not 
too different from that of the small public library. The library 
user in a technical library looks for current materials. Since 
current materials are generally found in pamphlets or magazines, 
Mr. Baltes has needed to make it known where this material exists 
and has devised a system of colored cards in the catalog to direct 
the person wanting the material to its location. 


During the brief business sessicn, a motion was made, seconded, 
and carried to accept the slate prepared by the Nominating Committee. 
The slate is as follows: 


Mrs. Golcie Mohr, Catalog Department, Memorial Library, Madison, 
as chairman 

Catherine Bowser, Catalog Department, Wisconsin State College, 
Superior, as vice chairman and chairman-elect 

Margaret Saird, Wisconsin State College, Whitewater, as secretary- 
treasurer 


The motion was made, seconded, and carried to adjourn the 
meeting. 


Nolan Neds, Secretary-Treasurer 


Children's Section Luncheon 
Monday, October I 








The luncheon meeting was held at the Towne Club. Doris 
Moulton, chairman, presided and introduced speakers on the symposium, 
"Developing Adult Awareness of Children's Books." 


Mrs. Harry Sicula, past president of the P.T.A. Council of 
Milwaukee, spoke about inaugurating a program, in co-operation with 
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the Public Library, of reaching children through parents. The 
method employed was a study discussion group for parents, through 
which the parents were made aware of the good literature avail- 
able. She also related that bringing children and books together 
has been a part of the P.T.A. program for many years. 


The second speaker was Robert Gard, author and director of the 
Wisconsin Idea Theatre. He emphasized the importance of all the 
cultural activities in relationship to literature, and suggested 
promction of a traveling troupe which coulée interpret children's 
literature. Referring tc writing for young people, Mr. Gard spoke 
of the need for writers to interpret ficticnally many of the famous 
historical people and events of our State, which would make good 
"live reading." 


Next represented on the symposium was the audio-visual means 
of communicating literature. Valbur Borger, director of that field 
with the Division of the University of Wisconsin in Milwaukee, spoke 
on the responsibility of leading children to books when the need 
for release from life's experiences arises. He felt that today's 
children lack real-life experiences. Too much of what happens to 
them is vicarious. 


As a pleasant climax to the symposium, Mrs. Julilly Kohler, 
author of children's books, spoke on the reading roundup sponsored 
in the Sheboygan area, and showed how the program had an impact on 
the entire community. For this program, the libraries provided a 
list of books, the banks furnished prizes, and teachers promoted the 
program. The newspapers publicized the project and made the good 
reader as important as a famous baseball player, many times result- 
ing in the whole family reading the same book. Instead of develop- 
ing new readers, the idea was to turn the spotlight on the good 
reader. 


Children's Section Meeting 
Tuesday, October 2 








The business meeting was called to order by Doris Moulton, 
chairman. Minutes of the spring meeting at Kenosha, prepared by 
Janet Eggum, were read and approved. 


The following people were appointed to the Nominating Commit- 
tee: 


Ruth Weller, Milwaukee, chairman 
Florence Hensey, Wausau 
Juanita Walker, Superior 
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The chairman spoke of the necessity of having the officers 
serve from fall to fall instead of from spring to spring, as late 
spring and summer are busy times for libraries, with reading clubs, 
vacations, etc. In view of this, the chairman, Doris Moulton, 
moved that we amend Article LV to read "Vice chairman shall be 
chairman-elect for the ensuing year." The moticn was carried. 


Finances were next on the agenda. With increased interest in 
the Children's Section of WLA, the need for more formal organization 
was felt. Janet Eggum moved that we establish an annual membership 
fee of $1 for all librarians interested in children's work. The 
motion was carried. 


Discussion followed on setting the registration fee for meet- 
ings at $1, was voted upon, and was accepted. 


Following adjournment, four children's films were shown, 
through the courtesy of Weston Woods Studios. They were "Make Way 
for Ducklings," "Hercules," "Stone Soup," and "The Story of Ping." 

Florence Rubach, Secretary-Treasurer 


County Section Breakfast 
Tuesday, October 2 








Fifty-four members and guests sat down at breakfast in the 
Colonial Room at the Hotel Loraine. 


They were welcomed by Mrs. Edna Schaller, chairman of the 
group. She, in turn, introduced S. Janice Kee, new secretary of 
the Wisconsin Free Library Commission. 


Miss Kee told the group that, as an organization, we were in 
the driver's seat in the program to promote new standards for rural 
library service. 


Gertrude Thurow brought greetings from the Wisconsin Library 
Association, saying that the Association was looking to the County 
Section for further development, using the federal funds when they 
are available. 


Edward Fromm, representing the Trustees Association, assured 
the group that he expected the County Section would eventually be 
the most important one in the Association. 


Mrs. Kay Biwer, assisted by Mrs. Jane Greene and John Frantz, 
told the story of the organization and work of the Wisconsin Library 
Film Circuit, inviting other libraries in the State to join the 
circuit. 


2h9 
The minutes and financial report of the previous meeting were 
dispensed with. 
The Nominating Committee named Marion Conrey as chairman and 
Mrs. Dorothy Whittaker, secretary-treasurer, for the coming year. 
They were elected by a unanimous vote. 


Mrs. Edna Schaller invited the County Section to La Crosse for 
its spring meeting, and this invitation was accepted. 


The meeting was adjourned. 
Lillian W. Parmenter, Secretary-Treasurer 


Reference Section 
Tuesday, October 2 








The Reference Section of the Wisconsin Library Association held 
its annual meeting in Madison, October 2, 1956. The meeting was 
called to order by the chairman, Peter McCormick, of the Milwaukee 
Public Library. As the meeting was held at Scanlon Hall in the 
Vocational School, the attendance was very small. The program con- 
sidered the ALA Reference Survey, the principal speaker being Mary 
Radmacher of Skokie, Illinois. Miss Radmacher compared the pre- 
liminary findings of the Reference Survey with those made for the 
State of Wisconsin. We were all pleased to note that in almost 
every case Wisconsin ranked above the average. The members of the 
panel, Peter McCormick of Milwaukee, Frances Starr of Racine, 
Theodora Haman of Two Rivers, and Mrs. Marjorie Rogers of Oshkosh 
discussed with Miss Radmacher various questions and the strengths 
and weaknesses of the survey as it affected their own service. It 
was felt that the section should also continue its work for better 
service in State Documents. What is given at present is not satis- 
factory. 


The business meeting was called to order by the chairman, Mr. 
McCormick, anc the minutes of the last meeting were read and ap- 
proved. As the constitution was the main order of business, it 
was given the time of the meeting. Each article was discussed 
separately and approved, with the exception of Article IV. It was 
felt that the specific duties should be stated in the bylaws since 
it is so stated in the constitution. It was decided to accept it 
the way it stood and to amend the bylaws to state the duties at the 
next annual meeting. It was tentatively suggested that the dues be 
fifty cents a year until it is determined how much money is needed. 
It was suggested that a letter be sent out inviting anyone inter. 
ested to join the section, There being no Nominating Committee, 
nominations from the floor were opened. As there was such a very 
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small attendance, the officers from this year will carry over for 
the next year, with the addition of Marvin Melick of La Crosse as 
vice chairman. The meeting was adjourned. 


Marjorie S. Rogers, Secretary 


WLA Committees, 1956-57 





Adult Education 
orres S, chairman 
Esther Friedman 
Mrs. Irene Metke 
Bernard Schwab 


Awards and Honors 
Margaret Paulus, chairman 
Mrs. Jane Billings 
Eugene McLane 
Ione Nelson 
Ruby Roeder 


Membershi 
Edna Kraft, chairman 


Mrs. Loella Baehr 

Mrs. Lucille Leuschner 
Edel Seebach 

Mrs. Dorothy Whittaker 





Professional and Personnel 
Problems 
Alberta Seiz, chairman 
Ione Nelson 
Myrl Ricking 
Herbert Sewell 
Helen Wahoski 





Public Relations 
H. Vail Deale, chairman 
Janet Eggum 
Art Rahn 
Mrs. Edna Ziegler 





Resolutions 
Marion Langdell, chairman 
Esther Regli 
John Frantz 


State-Wide Library Development 
Benton Wilcox, chairman 
Paul Bartolini 
Mrs. Kay Biwer 
Mrs. Jane Greene 
Gertrude Thurow 





Scholarship and Loans 
Helen Northup, chairman 
Ellen Erickson 
Norma Rathbun 





Work With the Senior Citizen 
“rs. Orrilla Blackshear, 
chairman 
Mrs. Lucille Leuschner 
Josephine Machus 
Edith Rechcygl 
Gerald Somers 





H* ete & 


Regan, Caryl A. Higher Education in Wisconsin. 1556. 5lp. 
Tea 





Published by the 


gue of Women Voters of Wisconsin, 119 East 


Washington Avenue, Madison 3, Wisconsin, $1. 

An analysis of the present pattern of public higher education in 
Wisconsin and the problems which mst be faced in planning for the 
future. An important publication which all libraries will need for 


reference. 
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IT'S ALWAYS 
Elizabeth Burr 


BOOK TIME 


"Book Week comes once a year, but good reading knows no season." 
This statement, quoted from the Children's Book Council flyer for 
the 38th annual celebration of Book Week, November 25 to December 1, 
points up the underlying concept of the use of Book Week as the 
high light of the yearlong children's reading guidance program of 
public libraries over the State. Book fairs, book teas, book ex- 
hibits, author and illustrator programs, PTA talks, classes visit- 
ing the library, the librarian visiting the schools--these and 
other special events were scheduled by every library, large and 
small, it would seem from the news that comes to us, for highlight- 
ing its children's program during Book Week. 


Never before have there been as many special articles about 
children's reading in the popular magazines. Have you seen and 
called them to the attention of the parents in your community, or 
planned exhibits to tie in with them? Here is a list of the out- 
standing ones that have come to my attention: 


"100 Best Books for Children," in the November 1956 issue of 
McCall's. Virginia Haviland, Ruth Gagliardo, and Elizabeth Nesbitt 
are three of the "country's leading experts," as McCall's states, 
in children's book selection. It's an excellent basic list and 
lives up to the criteria set down by C. 5S. Lewis that "No book is 
really worth reading at the age of 10 which is not equally (and 
often far more) worth reading at the age of fifty--the only imagi- 
native works we ought to grow out of are those which it would have 
been better not to read at all." 


"A Family Reading in the Living Room," by Ralph G. Martin, in 
the September 1956 issue of House Beautiful. It would seem in- 
possible for any parent to read this beautifully written story of 
the Martin family's reading without becoming aware of its values 
and wanting to try it. There's a good list of family reading-aloud 
books. Mr. Martin says, "When we settle down to read to our six- 
year-old Maury and four-year-old Betsy, we not only share their 
smuggling softness, but we share their imagination and understand- 
ing and quick laughter; we share the impulsive meeting of eyes 
mutually appreciating a mystery or a high excitement or a quiet 
beauty. There is a magic in this, a magic that mingles souls." 


"Why and What Should Johnny Read?" by Dorothy Thompson, in 
the October 1956 issue of Ladies Home Journal. An excerpt from 
this was picked up in the October 8 Issue of Time. There is 
thought for all of us to reflect on in her discussion of the 
readers published for today's beginners, 
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Aids to Choosing Books for Your Children, by Alice Dalgliesh 
and Annis Duff. Single copies of this guide to children's reading 
may be obtained from the Children's Book Council, 50 West 53rd St., 
New York, free on request with stamped, self-addressed envelopes. 
You can order 50 or more from the Council at $1 for 50, or make 
your own copies for distribution to parents, provided credit is 
given the two compilers and the Children's Book Council. 





"How to Get the Best Out of Television," by Dr. Robert M. 
Goldenson, in the November 1956 issue of Parents' Magazine. "The 
one thing that television does better than any other medium is to 
open new horizons... Television can arouse many passing interests; 
we must be ready to feed those that merit cultivation." These 
statements by Dr. Goldenson, an assistant professor of psychology, 
Hunter College, make clear to children's librarians our responsi- 
bility to work as copartners with this newest medium of communica- 
tion. He gives a roundup of ideas on how to promote good reading 
through television. 





"Books and TV," by Elizabeth W. Koenig, librarian, in the 
November 1956 issue of Parents' Magazine. "Here is a list of books, 
related to favorite TV programs, that can help your child develop 
interests aroused by vivid television experiences." The list is 
arranged by ABC, CBS, NBC network programs and other programs, so 
it will be useful as a guide to your community's television fare, 
for exhibits, or for suggestions to individual patrons. For 
example: 








ABC Network pyoerane 
OZZIE AND HARRIET. Family Grandstand, by Brink; Family Shoes, by 
Streatfield. 
YOU ASKED FOR IT. Smoke Eaters, by Colby; Heroes, Heroes, Heroes, 
by Fenner. 


NBC Network Programs 
MR. WIZARD. Experiments With Atomics, by Beeler; All About the 
Wonders of Chemistry, by Freeman. 
FATHER KNOWS BEST. Witie and His Big Deals, by Haywood; Molly in 
the Middle, by Lattimore. 


CBS Network Programs 
ADVENTURE. At the Museum, by Dudley; fan With Astronomy, by 


Freeman. 


























Good Choices for Family Reading Published This Fall 





ie, Marcia. The Flying Carpet. 1956. 8p. Illus. Scribner, 
36 

An excellent read-aloud and storytelling version, retold from 
Richard Burton's translation and illustrated with the splendor and 
color of The Arabian Nights. 
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Brunhoff, Laurent de. Babar's Fair. 1956. Op. Illus. Random, 
paper-covered bds., $3.50. 

The best tale yet of the gentlemanly elephant king, with colorful, 
detailed drawings. 





Dahl, Borghild. The Daughter. 1956. 190p. Illus. Dutton, $3. 

An unusual and Tatoresting story of Elise, fifteen-year-old 
daughter of the Haalands, a Norwegian family of the 1860's. The 
book ends with a lovely Christmas chapter. 


Dalgliesh, Alice. Ride on the Wind, told by (the author) from 


The Spirit of St. Louls, by Charles A. Lindbergh. 1956. 30p. 
TIlus. Scribner, $2eloe 629.109 


A picture-book retelling of nochmal own story, with dis- 
tinctive illustrations by the painter, Georges Schreiber. 





De Angeli, Marguerite. Black Fox of Lorne. 1956. 19lp. Illus. 


Doubleday, $2.95. 
A stirring, heroic tale of two courageous Norse lads in Scotland 


in the tenth century. Grades 5-8. 





Jones, Gwyn. Scandinavian Legends and Folk-Tales. 1956. 222p. 
Illus. Oxford, 32506 

A distinguished folklorist retells the tales in this collection 
of 24 well loved, northern stories from Denmark, Iceland, Norway, 
and Sweden. 





Kahl, Virginia. Plum Pudding for Christmas. 1956. 3lp. Illus. 
Scribner, $2.50. 

Further adventures or misadventures in verse of the duchess and 
her family, who first appeared in The Duchess Bakes a Cake. 








King, Marian. Portrait of Jesus. 1956. 60p. Illus. Lippincott, 
$2.75. 23269 

"Reproductions of paintings and engravings from the National 
Gallery of Art portray in chronological order important events in 
the life of Jesus." 





Payne, Joan. Ambrose. 1956. 8p. Illus. Hastings, $2.75. 
"Amusing adventures of a fat pug dog whose equally fat mistress 
leaves him forgotten on a park bench." 


Peale, Norman Vincent. The Coming of the King; the story of the 
Nativity. 1956. 28p. use Prentice-Hall, $2. 

"Along with the story itself are pages, separate from the text, 
which contain the passages from the Bible, foretelling the coming 
of the Messiah and describing the birth of Jesus." 
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College and University Section 
Monday, October 1 








(This arrived too late to be included with the other proceedings. ) 


The College and University Section of the WLA met at 8 P.M. on 
Monday, October 1, in the Crystal Ballroom of the Loraine Hotel in 
Madison. The chairman, H. Vail Deale, introduced the speaker, Len 
Arnold, director of public relations of ALA. Mr. Arnold's talk, 

"A Short Look at the Long View," covered the needs of librarians 
for good public relations. 


Business Meeting of the College anc University Section 
Monday, October 1 








The business meeting was held in the Pompeian Room of the 
Loraine Hotel at 9 P.M. The meeting was called to order by H. 
Vail Deale, chairman. 


The secretary's and treasurer's reports were read and approved. 
Earl Tannenbaum read the report of the Nominating Committee. The 
slate is as follows: chairman, Mrs, Loella Baehr, Milwaukee-Downer 
College; vice chairman, Paul Dietz, Concordia College; secretary- 
treasurer, Helen Wahoski, Wisconsin State College, Oshkosh. The 
slate was approved. 


The question of calendar dues was discussed. Also discussed 
was the roster of members. The general consensus of opinion was 
that the dues should be kept at one dollar. The members were urged 
to pay their dues. 


Mrs. Baehr presented the general plans for the spring workshop, 
to be held at Milwaukee-Downer College. 


Twenty-nine librarians were present. The meeting was adjourned. 
Paul Dietz, Secretary-Treasurer 


ett t & 


Would You Like One? We have 20 copies of the report of the work- 
shop, "Recreation in the Independent Years," sponsored by the 
Committee on Aging of the Community Welfare Council of Madison, 
October 6 and 7, 1955. If you would like a copy, send ten cents 
(in stamps) to cover mailing costs. Address requests to Mrs. 
Orrilla Blackshear, Traveling Library, Box 610, Madison, Wisconsin. 
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RECENT 
ADULT Selected and Edited by Orrilla T. Blackshear 


BOOKS 


We regret that space does not permit us to give you notes about 
the adult books in this issue. This list includes titles we have 
examined and read. You will need many of these books if you have not 
already purchased them. The starred titles are a few which we feel 
no library will want to miss. 


Philosophy--Religion 100-200 








“Chase, Stuart. Guides to Straight Thinking. 1956. 212p. Harper, 
$3.50. 160 


Carr, Eugene. How to Make the Most of Your Job. 1956. 128p. 
Coward-McCann, $2.25. 17h 





Carnegie, Dorothy. Don't Grow Old--Grow Up! 1956. 250p. Dutton, 
$2.95. 179 





Turkel, Roma Rudd. Day After Tomorrow. 1956. 2h2p. Kenedy, $3.75. 
179 


Gaer, Joseph, and McCown, Chester C. The Bible for Family Reading. 
With introductions and notes. 1956. 752p. Little, qe oe 


Gordon, Ernest. A Living Faith for Today. 1956. 255p. Coward- 
McCann, $3.75. 252 








#Gaer, Joseph. The Wisdom of the Living Religions. 1956. 338p. 
Dodd, $3095+ 2 





Social Science 300 





*Barnouw, Erik. Mass Communication: television, radio, film, press, 
the media and their practice in the United States of America. 1956. 
280p. Rinehart, $3.50. 301.243 





Murray, Pauli. Proud Shoes. 1956. 276p. Harper, $3.50. 301.451 


Pfeffer, Leo. The Liberties of an American. 1956. 309p. Beacon 
Press, $5. 323.44 





Dulles, Foster Rhea. The Imperial Years. 1556. 3)0p. Illus. 
Crowell, 35. 327273 
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Sanders, Marion. The ae and the Vote. Illus. by Charles E. Martin. 
1956 172p e Houg Ny, e>D e 329 


Benson, Ezra Taft. Farmers at the Crossroads. 1956. 1107p. Graphs. 








Devin, $2.50. 338.1 
Hurst, James Willard. Law and the Conditions of Freedom in the 
Nineteenth-Century Unite CSe ° « University o 
Wisconsin Press, $2.50. 340 


Duker, Sam, and Nally, Thomas. The Truth About Your Child's Reading. 
1956. 18lp. Crown, $3. 312 ol 





Meigs, Cornelia. What Makes a College? Illus. with photos. 1956. 
277p. Macmillan, $5. 376.8 


*Jorgenson, Lloyd P. The Founding of Public Education in Wisconsin. 
1956. 252p. State Historical Society of Wis., $l. 379.9115 
Head, Sydney W. Broadcasting in America. 1956. 502p. Illus. 
Houghton, $8. 384.5 








Natural Science--Useful Arts 500-500 





Harrison, George Russell. What Man May Be. 1956. 278p. Morrow, 
$h. 501 





#Lapp, Ralph. Atoms and People. 1956. 304p. Harper, $4. 539.76 





Moore, Ruth E. The Earth We Live On. Illus. with photos. and with 
drawings by Sue Allen. 19556. [jl6p. Knopf, $6. 551 








*Swinnerton, H. H. The Earth Beneath Us. 1955. 335p. Little, $5. 
551 


Hahn, Emily, Diamond. 1956. 3lip. Doubleday, $3.95. 55328 


#Teale, Edwin Way. Autumn Across America. Illus. with photos. 
1956. 386p. Dodd, $5.75. 574.0973 


Cobb, Boughton. A Field Guide to the Ferns and Their Related 


Families. Illus. by Laura Louise Foster. 1956. 2dIp. Houghton, 
$3.75. 587.3 


Dulles, Marion. Greenhouse Gardening Around the Year. Illus. with 
photos. 1956. 1 Pe C. Any efde 63509 


*Teuscher, Henry. Window-Box Gardening. 1956. 1680p. Illus. 
Macmillan, $3.95. 635.96 
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Codrington, William Stephen. Know Your Horse. With a foreword by 
Pat Smythe. 1955. 178p. Illus. Coward-Mccann, $5. 636-1 


*Hoyt, Hayes Blake. All You Need to Know About Dogs. 1956. 2h9p. 
Putnam, $l. 63667 





Pratz, Claire de. French Home Cooking. Edited by Georgia Lingafelt. 
1956. 308p. Dutton, $3506 641.5 





Gary, Lamora S. The Pacific Hostess Cookbooke 1956. 256p. Illus. 
Coward-McCann, $3.95. 641.59 





#Lowrie, Drucella. Sew and Make Money. 1956. 127p. Illus. 
Crowell, $3. 646.2 





Fine Arts--Literature 700-800 


Henle, Fritz. Guide to Rollei Photography. Illus. with photos. 
1956. 208p. Studio-Crowell, $6.756 77022 


McCarthy, Mary. Sights and Spectacles, 1937-1956. 1556. 183p. 











Farrar, $3.50. 792 
#Offit, Sidney, ed. The Best of Baseball. 1956. 2h8p. Putnam, 
$2.95. : 796.357 
Brinton, Crane, ed. The Portable Age of Reason Reader. With an 
introduction by the editor. ° Pe ng Press, $2.50. 
808.8 


Burnett, Whit, ed. The Spirit of Adventure. 1955. 8p. Holt, 
$5. 808.8 


Gollanez, Victor. From Darkness to Light, a confession of faith 
in the form of an anthology. 1956. 6583p. Harper, $5. 808.8 








*Lindbergh, Anne Morrow. The Unicorn and Other Poems. 1956. 
86p. Pantheon, $2.75. 611.5 





*Blackington, Alton H. More Yankee Yarns. Illus. with photos. 
1956. 2h5p. Dodd, $3.50. 818 





Klose, Virginia Taylor. Call Me Mother. Illus. by Mircea Vasiliu. 
1956. 243pe Dodd, $3.50. 818 





Webster, Barbara. The Green Year. Illus. with drawings by Edward 
Shenton. 1956. 270p. Norton, $3.75. 818 





Yohannan, John D., ed. A Treasury of Asian Literature. 1956. 
87pe Day, $7.50. 890 
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History--Description and Travel 900-910 





Caldwell, John. Family at Sea. 1956. 309p. Little, $4.50. 910.4 





Morgan, Thomas Bruce. Friends and Fellow Students. Illus. with 
photos. 1956. 175p. Crowell, $5. 915.4 





Brown, Lilian. Bring 'Em Back Petrified. 1956. 277p. Dodd, $h. 
917.281 





Berky, Andrew S., ed. The Challenge to American Life. 1955. 126p. 
Putnam, $2 0756 $17.3 





Morris, James. As I Saw the U.SeA. 1956. 2h6p. Pantheon, $3.95. 
917.3 





Vessey, John Henry. Mr. Vessey of England. Edited by Brian Waters. 
1956. 18hp. Putnam, $2295. 917.3 





Seaman, Lewis Charles Bernard. From Vienna to Versailles. 1956, 
216p. Coward-McCann, $3.50. 94022 





Rawicz, Slavomir. The Long Walk; a gamble for life; as told to 
Ronald Downing. 1956. Téep. Harper, $3.50. 90.54 


#O'Callahan, Father Joseph Te, SeJe I Was Chaplain on the Franklin. 
1956. 153p. Macmillan, $2.75. 940.545 





Wilkinson, Burke. By Sea and by Stealth. 1556. 218p. Coward- 
McCann, $3.50. 940.545 





Ellis, Harry B. Heritage of the Desert. 1556. 31lp. Ronald 
Press, $5. 953 





Millis, Walter. Arms and Men. 1956. 382p. Putnam, $5.75. 973 


*Stone, Irving. Men To Match My Mountains, the opening of the Far 
West, 1840-1900. 1556. De ubleday, $5.95. (Mainstream of 
America series) 973.6 


#Catton, Bruce. This Hallowed Ground. 1956. 37p. Maps. 
Doubleday, $5.95. (Mainstream of America series) 973.7 





#Maxwell, Robert S. La Follette and the Rise of the Progressives 
in Wisconsin. 1956. 27ip. Tilus. State Historical Society of 
Wisconsin, $4.50. 97765 








Biography 920-921 








Richardson, Ben. Great American Negroes. Revised by William A. 
Fahey. Illus. by Robert Hallock. {s56- 2339p. Crowell, $3.75. 
920 
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#Tharp, Louise Hall. Three Saints and a Sinner, Julia Ward Howe, 
Louisa, Annie, and Sam Ward. [06p. 1956. Little, $5. 920 





Seroff, Victor. Debussy, Musician of France. 1556. 367p. Putnam, 
$6.50. 921 








#Borland, Hal. High, Wide and Lonesome. 1956. 25l1p. Lippincott, 
$3756 921 


Russell, Phillips. Jefferson, Champion of the Free Mind. Illus. 
with photos. 1556. ‘37lip. Dodd, $6. 921 





Timmons, Bascom N. Jesse H. Jones. Illus. with photos. 1956. 
Lip. Holt, $6. 921 





Lewis, Grace Hegger. With Love From Gracie. Illus. with photos. 
1955. 335p. Harcourt, $5.75. 921 





*Moody, Ralph. The Home Ranch. 280p. 1956. Norton, $3.50. 
(more "Little Britches" stories) 921 





Randall, Clarence B. Over My Shoulder. 1956. 2h8p. Little, $3.50. 
921 





Burns, James MacGregor. Roosevelt: the lion and the fox. 1956. 
553p. Harcourt, $5.75. 921 


Cutright, Paul Russell. Theodore Roosevelt the Naturalist. With 
a foreword by Fairfield Osborn. 1956. 29/p. Harper, $4. 921 





Seltzer, Louis B. The Years Were Good. With an introduction by 
Bruce Catton. Illus. with photos. 1956. 318p. World Pub., $l. 
921 





*Freuchen, Peter. The Legend of Daniel Williams. 1556. 256p. 
Messner, $3.95. 921 





Recent Fiction 





Auchincloss, Louis. The Great World and Timothy Colt. 1956. 285p. 
Houghton, $3.75. 





Babson, Naomi Lane. Another Sky. 1556. 2h3p. Harcourt, $3.50. 
Bard, Mary. Just Be Yourself. 1656. 255p. Lippincott, $3.50. 





Bodart, Anne. The Blue Dog and Other Fables for the French. Tr. 
by Alice B. Toklas. 1956. Sp. Houghton, $2.50. 





Bourne, Peter. When God Slept. 1956. 382p. Putnam, $4.50. 
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Clarvoe, Frank A. The Wonderful Way. 1956. l6p. Holt, $4.50. 





Curtis, Jean-Louis. The Side of the Angels. Tr. from the French 
by Humphrey Hare. 1956. Glép. Putnam, $4.50. 


Duggan, Alfred. Winter Quarters. 1556. 28p. Coward-McCann, 
$3.75. 


Dunscomb, Charles. Behold We Live. 1956. 178p. Houghton, $3. 








Gallant, Mavis. The Other Paris. 1555. 2h0p. Houghton, $3.50. 





Giles, F. T. A Rose For Marianne. 1955. 280p. Little, $3.75. 





Cuthrie, A. B., Jr. These Thousand Hills. 1556. 3h6p. Houghton, 
$3.95. 


Hollands, D. J. Able Company. 1956. 1490p. Houghton, $4.50. 





Lancaster, Bruce. Roll Shenandoah. 1956. 316p. Little, $3.95. 





Lawrence, Josephine. The Empty Nest. 1556. 308p. Harcourt, 
$3.956 


Mankowitz, Wolf. Old Soldiers Never Die. 1956. 22hp. Little, 
$3.506 


Melville, Annabelle M. Rue the Reservoir. 1956, 218p. Bruce, $3. 











Mercer, Charles. Rachel Cade. 1556. 320p. Putnam, $3.95. 


Miller, Helen Topping. Christmas for Tad. 1556, 92p. Longmans, 
$2.50. 





Morrison, Marsh. They Called Him Doctor. 1956. 350p. Fell, 
$4..956 


Olson, Gene. Stampede at Blue Springs. 1956. 218p. Dodd, $2.75. 








Seifert, Elizabeth. A Doctor for Blue Jay Cove. 1956. 3hlp. 
Dodd, $3.50. 





Singh, Khushwant. Mano Majra. 1956. 18lp. Grove (Evergreen), 
$1.25. 


Streeter, Edward. Merry Christmas, Mr. Baxter. Illus. by Dorothea 
Warren Fox. 1956. I8Ip. Harper, $3.6 





Suyin, Han. ...And the Rain My Drink. 1956. 306p. Little, $h. 





Van de Water, Frederic F. Wings of the Morning. 1955. 335p. 
Washburn, $3. 956 
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IN AND OUT OF THE COMMISSION OFFICES 


By S. Janice Kee, Secretary 


I have been encouraged to contribute regularly to the columns 
of the Bulletin under the same heading in each issue. I have agreed 
to do so and will use the space to inform the Bulletin readers of 
"what is going on" with the Commission and the Commission staff. 
Until such time as the Bulletin can be enlarged, the space allotted 
to me will be limited, and my bimonthly report will be very brief. 
Tf it seems too brief, do not hesitate to write me for more informa- 
tion. 


Commission 


The Commission has held two meetings in Madison since September 
1. The first one was on September 20, when the two principal items 
of business were (1) discussion of the report of the Advisory Com- 
mittee on local library services to the Education Committee of the 
Legislative Council and (2) the Commission's budget for 1957-59. 
On November 8, the Commission heard reports from the Secretary on 
(1) the action of the Education Committee of the Legislative Council 
and (2) the regional conference in Kansas City, October 29-31, called 
by the U.S. Office of Education to discuss the implementation of the 
Library Services Act. There was also discussion at this meeting of 
the budget request and the revision of the State's Classification 
and Compensation Plan. 


Important action taken by the Commission in these two meetings 
may be summarized as follows: (1) There was recognition of the 
quality and substance of the Advisory Committee's report, and endorse- 
ment, in principle, of the proposed grants-in-aid bill. Reservations 
were recorded on the suitability of this four-year-old bill, since 
federal funds are now available. (2) The budget increase was ap- 
proved. I+ covers the cost of an Administrative Assistant to the 
Secretary, a Public Library Consultant for penal and charitable 
institutions, a typist, a book budget of $35,000 for the biennium, 
and an increase in all lines of materials and services, but particu- 
larly in travel funds. (3) Approval of a pay plan for the Commis- 
sion staff was given, and the Bureau of Personnel has received the 
Commission's recommendation that all librarian positions be sub- 
stantially upgraded. 


Upon the invitation of the chairman of the Education Committee 
of the Legislative Council, the Commission submitted to this com- 
mittee a statement of its greatest need, which would be dependent 
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upon legislative action in 1957. The statement, approved by mail 
vote, consisted of one resolution and one bill, with an explanatory 
letter of transmittal. It asked simply for increased state support 
of the Commission in order to strengthen its staff and other re- 
sources for making the maximum use of federal funds. The bill sets 
up the two Area Centers, described in the tentative plan for librery 
development, with state rather than federal support. 


In both Commission meetings, certificates were granted. 


Commission Staff 





The Wisconsin Public Libraries Service Record, 1555, should be 
on every librarian's desk by now. I hope you have taken time to 
read the Report of the Commission, pages 28-36. Also, note the job 
description of the Public Library Consultant that follows. Publish- 
ing the schedules of these consultants is prohibited because of 
lack of space. In the months of September through December, our 
versatile consultants have participated or have been engaged in co- 
operative efforts with Public Welfare's Division of Children and 
Youth, the Wisconsin Community Organization Committee, the Governor's 
Conference on Children and Youth, Madison's Committee on the Aging, 
the Better Radio and TV Institute, an Intergroup Relations course, 

a World Politics discussion program. A three-day short course for 
professional community leaders was attended by the Secretary. In- 
service training activities have had a prominent place in the program 
of the fall months--all of us have conducted training classes for 
librarians, either in the special four-session course offered to 
Sheboygan and Manitowoc librarians, or in the regular meetings of 
the Southwestern Librarians Association, or in the Directed Study 
300 class now meeting at 706 Williamson Street in Madison. Field 
visits have been made in all directions in the State--from Kenosha 
to Ashland and La Crosse to West Bend. The principal questions for 
discussion these days have to do with "What about federal funds?" 
and "How can we benefit by the availability of federal funds?" 





Library Services Act 





Elizabeth Burr and I attended the fourth regional conference 
in Kansas City on October 29-31, called by the U.S. Office of Educa- 
tion to discuss with state librarians the legal interpretations of 
the Library Services Act, the rules and regulations for administer- 
ing the Act, and the forms for submitting a Plan. 


By way of review: The Library Services Act, passed by the 
8th Congress, "authorized to he appropriated" $7,500,000 a year 
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for 5 years, to be distributed to the state library extension agen- 
cies for the extension of public library services to rural areas 
(under 10,000 population) without such services or with inadequate 
services. The Congress, however, appropriated only $2,050,000, 
which will provide the basic allotment of $0,000 to each of the 
states, within this fiscal year, ending June 30, 1957. 


Each state will receive its allotment from the federal appro- 
priation on the basis of its rural population and per capita income 
compared to the national rural population and per capita income. 
Wisconsin's maximum annual federal allotment, when the full 
$7,500,000 is appropriated, will be $161,)83, for which it will 
have to show library expenditures, from state and local sources, 
of slightly less than this amount in its Plan. (Wisconsin's ratio 
is 486%, to .5136% for the U.S.) 


But it should be made clear that during the current fiscal 
year only $40,000 is available to Wisconsin from the federal ap- 
propriation, which the Commission must match with $37,882. And 
no_ less than $40,000 will be granted to any state. And only that 
portion of the Commission's expenditures that can be said to go 
into services to rural areas (under 10,000 population) can be used 
as matching funds. 





In addition to the matching requirement described above, the 
state, in order to qualify for the funds, must submit a State Plan 
for library development in areas with a population under 10,000. 
This Plan, when approved by the U.S. Commissioner of Education, 
constitutes the basis on which the federal share of the total ex- 
penditures is determined. The State Plan will have two parts: 

a permanent part, which describes in detail the state agency re- 
sponsible for carrying out the program and cites its authority, 
policies, and methods to be used in the program; the second part 
will be a description and budget of the annual program, and thus 
will have to be amended each year. The State Plan goes beyond 
merely a statement of how the state will spend the federal grants. 
It is rather a description of the state's program of further ex- 
tension of public library service to rural areas, only part of 
which is to be paid for by the Federal Government. Wisconsin's 
Tentative Plan for Library Development will serve as a basis for 
preparing the "permanent," or first part, of the comprehensive 
State Plan that is required. 





During the U.S.0.E. conference in Kansas City, a draft of the 
Regulations Governing the Library Services Act was discussed, and 
some few changes were incorporated. The final copy should reach 
the states before January 1. Discussed also was a draft of a 
Guide for Submitting State Plan for the Further Extension of Library 
Services to Rural Areas. Sometime later, printed forms will be sup- 
plied by the U.5.0.ke, but states were encouraged to proceed with 
drawing up a State Plan according to the instructions in the draft. 
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The Plan for use of the basic grant of $0,000 will be drawn 
up by the staff for Commission approval in a called meeting, Decem- 
ber 12, The boards of WLA and WLTA and members of WLA's State-'ide 
Library Committee have been invited to participate in the December 
12 discussion of this first six-months plan. A Plan for a year, 
beginning July 1, .1957, will be developed in April and May, 1957. 


It appears now as if the first grant of $0,900 can be used 
to the greatest advantage in strengthening the Commission's re- 
sources by way of preparation for future projects in localized 
areas. 


Emphasis will be placed on the development of plans for local 
projects during the period January l-May 1, 1957. This means that 
every public librarian and library board in Wisconsin should be 
thinking now of how the federal money might or could be used to ex- 
tend public library service in their own area. 


Please write to me. It would help the Commission staff im- 
measurably in their planning if public librarians from all parts 
of the State and from all sizes of libraries would send us a note, 
as soon as this Bulletin is read, giving us the benefit of their 
thinking on one or both of these questionss "What does this li- 
brary need that some extra money would buy?" "What does this li- 
brary need most that could be provided under the provisions of the 
Library Services Act?" 





The Commission staff will welcome invitations to attend meet- 


ings in which the use offederal funds is discussed. 
HH HH 


NECROLOGY 


Charles E. Broughton, trustee of the Mead Public Library, 
Sheboygan, died in October. Mr. Broughton was editor of the 
Sheboygan Press for 43 years and was active in state and national 
soltties. In 1952, he was awarded the Wisconsin Library Associa- 
tion Trustee of the Year Award for the service he rendered to the 
library program in his own city and for his far-reaching efforts 
in the cause of library service through his newspaper. 


Helen Mathews, former De Pere librarian, died in De Pere early 
in October, following a three months! illness. Miss Mathews had 
been associated with the De Pere Public Library for 57 years. She 
retired on October 1, 195. Her community recognized her service 
in a number of ways--in 1952, the Rotary Club gave her special 
recognition for her outstanding career in public service; at re- 
tirement, she was given an honorary degree of Master of Library 
Science by St. Norbert College. During the past summer, the Helen 
Mathews Reading Room at the library was dedicated. 

HH He 
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MINUTES OF THE DISTRICT MEETING 


Loraine Hotel 
Madison, Wisconsin 


Monday, October 1, 1956 


Present: Ethel Dowden, Catherine T. Casey, Robert Pohl, Frances 
Clark, Mrs. Mary Gibson, Mrs. Edna Schaller, Edith Dudgeon, 
Mrs. Ethel Brann, Jack Baltes, Orrilla Blackshear, Helen 
Terry, Ione A. Nelson, Mrs. Lillian Parmenter 


The district not represented was the Second. Helen Terry 
presided. 


The discussion centered around the possible programs for the 
district meetings in 1957. The chair pointed out that there was $35 
available for each district. At this early stage, it was impossible 
to decide what time should be given to legislative matters, but the 
general feeling was that, since this had been gone into so thoroughly 
a year ago, it would not be wise to repeat it. Several members felt 
that the workshop and panel idea would be acceptable in their com- 
munities. The other possibility, of having speakers from the Uni- 
versity, was also mentioned. The district chairmen were told they 
could get copies of the map showing the districts which Ione Nelson 
had made last year from last year's chairman of each district. 





Jack Baltes, WLA news editor of the Bulletin, who was appointed 
last year and has been reappointed, asked the co-operation of those 
present in gathering news items for their districts. He explained 
the kind of material which would be newsworthy and urged them to 
send clippings or anything else that could be turned into items for 
this section of the Bulletin. 


The regular annual meeting of the district chairmen was tenta- 
tively set for Thursday, January 3, at 10:30 A.M., at the Main 
Library in Milwaukee. A poll of those present showed that it was 
easier for them to get to Milwaukee than to Madison. 
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POSITIONS OPEN 
HHH HH HH 


Professional 





Assistant to the Reference and Circulation Head. Kellogg Public 
Library, oreen Day. Duties: reference and circulation, displays, 
book lists, etc. Professional librarian preferred or a college 
graduate with a short course in library science. Salary range: 
professional, $300-$350 per month; semiprofessional, $230-$280 
per month. Vacation: professional, four weeks; semiprofessional, 
three weeks. Sick leave. Retirement. Hospital insurance. 39- 
hour week. Apply to Miss Sybil C. Schuette, Librarian. 


Assistant Reference Librarian. Public Library, Manitowoc. Duties: 
to assist with reference; have charge of film service; do some 
publicity. Experience: preferred. Woman. Salary: open. Vaca- 
tion: four weeks. Sick leave. Retirement: Municipal and Social 
Security. Apply to Miss Alberta Seiz, Librarian. 





Branch Librarian. West Allis Public Library. Small, active branch 
in industrial suburb of Milwaukee. Requirements: B.LeS. or MeleS. 
degree. Strong interest in children and young people. Will accept 
inexperienced graduate capable of working without close supervision 
and assuming responsibility. Salary range: $362.50 to $02.50 per 
month. Vacation. Retirement: Wisconsin Municipal Employees and 
Social Security. Blue Cross and Blue Shield. Apply to Miss 
Margaret Paulus, Librarian, 1508 South 75th Street, West Allis 1. 





Reference Librarian. Nekoosa-Edwards Paper Company, Port Edwards. 
In charge of organizing a new library. Salary: $3,800 to %,200, 
depending on training and experience. Liberal vacation, sick leave, 
and insurance benefits. Apply to Mre E. P. Surprison, Employment 
Director. 





Nonprofessional 





Head Librarian. Public Library, Menomonee Falls. Age: 25 or over. 
Woman. Educational qualifications: Grade 3 Wisconsin library cer- 
tificate or college degree. Experience: preferred. Salary range: 
$3,000-$3,500. Vacation: two weeks. Sick leave. Apply to Mrs. 
Maude Shunk, Librarian. 
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LIBRARIES INVITED TO ASSIST HOME SAFETY INVENTORY 


Wisconsin's 1955 Public Health Statistics Report shows that 
deaths due to home accidents numbered exactly 500, nine more than 
in 1954. Home accidents took one and one-half times as many lives 
as polio and tuberculosis combined. 





Nationwide, the National Safety Council says that the home 
accident death rate is going down. People all over are "doing some- 
thing" about it. The question is, what is that "something"? Could 
"it" be done more effectively here in Wisconsin? Could more people 
help? 


The Home Safety Inventory is designed to help find answers to 
questions like these. Sponsored by the National Safety Council, 
it is a systematic collection of facts through state and local in- 
ventory centers. In Wisconsin, the Division of Health Education of 
the State Board of Health is acting as the Inventory Center. Iwida 
E. Sanders is serving as center director. 


Every activity counts for reporting purposes. Calling special 
attention to home safety program resources with a bulletin board 
display or a literature table could be a valuable commnity service. 
Co-operation during Fire Prevention Week, showing a home safety film, 
or having a speaker--all help to tell the home safety story and 
should be included in the Home Safety Inventory report. 


Help for Your Home Safety Programs lists movies, filmstrips, 
and a ni r of publications. Safety Program Kit, pre- 
pared by the Home Safety Committee of the Wisconsin Council of 
Safety, gives many detailed suggestions for a continuing home safety 
program. Report forms, which are to be filled out by local individ- 
uals or organizations, will be ready early in December. All are 
available from the State Board of Health, Maciison 2, Wisconsin. 


He eenee 


Essay Contestants Will Use Libr Service. Wisconsin high school 
WaIaete GET SaalGCe are participating im the 1957 Beeay Contest on 
"Employment of the Handicapped, a Community Responsibility." The 
contest opened on October 15, 1956, and closes February 15, 1957. 
This project is sponsored in Wisconsin by the Governor's Committee 
on the Employment of the Physically Handicapped, in co-operation 
with the President's Committee. The flyer which describes the 
contest urges students to contact their public library for back- 
ground information on the subject of the essay. Librarians will 
want to be prepared for the requests that will come. An exhibit 
of materials on the subject would be helpful to high school students 
and teachers. 
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